
  

Easter Sunday Traditional Service 
March 31 2024 

 

“He has been raised; he is not here.” 
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Welcome to Hope for Easter 2024. 
 
We are honored by your presence this morning at the Christian community’s celebra-
tion of the Resurrection of Jesus.  Death could not hold Jesus, who is God’s saving gift 
of love and life to our world! 

 

We offer the following to make your worship more rewarding and fulfilling: 
* We do not "take a collection" here.  We only receive offerings.  By giving a financial 
gift, you further the work of God's kingdom done by this church.  You will also be par-
ticipating in the offering of your life, your time and your possessions--signs of God's 
gracious love for us.  100% of our Easter offering has been designated to support the 
ministry and mission of Salem Lutheran Church’s Food Ministry. 
* Holy Communion is open to all baptized followers of Jesus, regardless of Christian 
denomination.   At Hope we believe and teach that Jesus Christ is truly present in Com-
munion through the bread and wine.  If you would prefer to receive a blessing rather 
than Holy Communion please come forward with your arms crossed.   
* If you are unable to come forward to receive Communion, please let a Welcome 
Team member know, and we will bring the gift of this holy meal to you at your seat. 
* As a courtesy to others, please turn all cell phones & devices to the silent mode. 
* Restrooms are located downstairs in the Narthex (red entry doors to the church) or 
handicapped accessible across the hall from the Nest (out the doors to the front of the 
worship space). 
* Water fountain is located across from the Nest. 
* For families with young children, your children are welcome in worship with us, wig-
gles and all. Worship bags are available at either door with activities. Our nursery is 
available for children 3 years old and younger. The nursery is to the right of the Chan-
cel (church front). There is also a changing table and toddler bathroom there.  
 

Thank you for being here this morning!  We invite you to worship and celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection every Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 and to experience the abundant life Jesus 
promises and delivers. 
 

May God bless this time of worship and may God’s love touch your heart and life in 
powerful ways today and in the days and months to come. 
Wishing you and those you love God’s peace and joy, 
 

                      Kevin Maxey                                                            Kristin Hunsinger 
                      Senior Pastor                                                           Associate Pastor 

 



3 

Hope Lutheran Church 
March 31—11:00 am 

Easter Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome         Pastor Kristin 
 
Call to Worship           
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter 

and our joy. 
All: Amen 
Pastor:  Look, here is water! 
All: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
Pastor:  Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has 

done for us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice 
thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. Adam and 
Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation through the 
flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through 
the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered 
your boundless baptismal life. Look, here is water! 

All:  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
Pastor:  At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 

Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the 
floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We 
rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen 
Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever. 

All: Amen. 
Pastor:  Look, here is water! 
All: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
 
 

Inviting 
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Gathering Hymn         Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds                # 367 

Equipping 
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Greeting 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you 
 
Hymn of Praise                             Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!                                              #377 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Holy One, you come to us with power beyond all knowing. You lift all things 

out of the dust, you breathe love into every cell, you call us into communion 
with you, and you claim victory over death. Blessed be your holy name now 
and forever.  

All: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Testament Reading                                                                            Acts 10:34-43 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiali-
ty, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 
him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ — he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did 
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but 
to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he 
rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he 
is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testi-
fy about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.” 
 
Reader: The word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Equipping 
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Gospel Verse                                             Alleluia 

 
Pastor: The holy Gospel according to Mark 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The Gospel                        Mark 16:1-8  
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the 
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been 
saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the 
tomb?" 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had al-
ready been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them,  
"Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disci-
ples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as 
he told you." 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had 
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. (NRSV) 
 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Time With Young Disciples         Pam Ferrara 
 
Easter Message            The Sun Rises                        Pastor Kevin 
 
Hymn of the Day                       Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                           #365 
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The Apostle’s Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life   
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Prayers of Our Community 
Each petition ends with God of grace, and people respond hear our prayer. 

 

Sharing the Peace 
Pastor: The Peace of the Risen Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 
 
Choir Anthem                     Christ Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed                         Adult Choir 
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Offertory Hymn     As the Grains of Wheat                  #465 

Offertory Prayer 
Pastor: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer 

here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

All: Amen.  
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Pastor It is our duty and our delight...we praise Your name and join their unending 
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hymn… 
 
Words of institution  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
 bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
 thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
 Amen.  
 
Invitation to Communion 
Pastor: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and 

eat at God’s table. 
 
Communion Distribution 
Communion will be received up front.  The pastors will place bread in your open hand, 
wrapped gluten free wafers are available upon request. Wine and grape juice are avail-
able for intinction. Dip the bread into the cup and consume. Individual cups of wine or 
grape juice are also available if you prefer. There are trash cans by the doors as you 
leave worship. 
 

Distribution Hymn              Lamb of God                     
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Communion Hymn                 Now The Green Blade Rises                  # 379 
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Post Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
All: Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Post Communion Prayer  
Pastor : Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us 

with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

All: Amen. 
 
Benediction 
Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
All: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
Pastor:  The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of 

Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sending 
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Sending Hymn                       Christ is Risen! Alleluia!                                   # 382 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Leader: As you go into the world, remember our mission! 

All:  Live out Servant Love 

Show Hospitality  

Extend Generosity 

Worship the Risen Lord 

Leader: Go in peace, a living example of the love of Jesus Christ 

All:  Thanks be to God!  

 
Postlude   
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